Peter was a councilman for the State of Oregon (LSTA), an advisor to Sockeye Magazine and The Weekly Alibi, wrote national philosophy curricula for the University of Phoenix and was a research fellow for the National Center for Teaching and Learning. Currently, he is the Chairman of the Prison Advisory Committee for Columbia River Correctional Institution, teaches philosophy, critical thinking, ethics and science vs. pseudoscience at Portland State University, serves on the board of directors of various non-profits and has a philosophical counseling practice.
Course Description
faith healing, UFO abduction stories, and other pseudoscience. Some of the questions addressed: What distinguishes science from pseudoscience? Why does evidence matter? Must we invoke the supernatural to explain certain aspects of reality? 
OBJECTIVES

Policies and Procedures
Please try your best not to be late. If you have a disability inform me before the first assignment is due. If tests need to be given I only accept five students over the class cap. I am teaching three classes this term. Please take only one of my classes per term.
not get credit for attending class.
After each class I write 1-2 multiple-choice questions. You are also welcomed to submit multiple-choice questions that may appear on the midterm and/or final exam. If you choose
Academic Honesty
Academic honesty is highly valued at Portland State University. The consequences of academic dishonesty can include removal from the University.
Controversial Issues
spirit of academic and intellectual integrity and honesty. We will be discussing and analyzing controversial and potentially stressful issues (e.g., intelligent design, 9/11, atheism 
Presentations
Presentations will begin the third week of class. In your presentation you will summarize and analyze a chapter from the text. Presentations . You will present for five minutes and then field questions for five minutes. You are responsible to adhering to the time limit. You are welcomed to do a team presentation. Signups -come, firsto You will only know the week, not the day, of your presentation. Please prepare as if you were presenting on the first day of the week.
If you do not (or choose not to) present then you must answer an extra essay question on the final. If you do not present, and do not answer the extra essay question, then you will receive zero points out of ten.
During our 10-minute break, please get set up (including loading onto the computer what you need) so that when we come back from break we can begin immediately. 
WEEKS, DATES, PRESENTATION TOPICS*
thinker:
We understand critical thinking to be purposeful, self-regulatory judgment which results in interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inference, as well as explanation of the evidential, conceptual, methodological, criteriological, or contextual considerations upon which that judgment is based. CT is essential as a tool of inquiry. As such, CT is a liberating force in education and a powerfu
The ideal critical thinker is habitually inquisitive, well-informed, trustful of reason, open-minded, flexible, fair-minded in evaluation, honest in facing personal biases, prudent in making judgments, willing to reconsider, clear about issues, orderly in complex matters, diligent in seeking relevant information, reasonable in the selection of criteria, focuses in inquiry, and persistent in seeking results which are as precise as the subject and the circumstances of inquiry permit. Thus, educating good critical thinkers means working toward this ideal. It combines developing CT skills with nurturing those dispositions which consistently yield useful insights and which are the basis of a rational and democratic society.
